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The importance of using semen in the dissemination of the ge-
netic diversity of domesticated animal species is well recog-
nized. Increases in highly desirable genetic characteristics and
in the productivity of the various animal species have established
artificial breeding (AB) as an efficient and reliable method in animal
husbandry.

Technical progress in the cryopreservation of semen and in mod-
ern handling, storing, and transport systems have made international
trade in animal semen an important segment of the commerce of
many countries. These technical achievements have been a critical
factor in the improvement of livestock worldwide. The portability
and keeping qualities of cryopreserved semen have provided access
to gene pools around the world. As techniques are developed for the
collection, handling, and storage of semen from additional animal
species not widely used at present, further expansion of world ge-
netic resources will occur (Seidel, 1986).

Authorities responsible for disease control within a country usu-
ally require specific health standards for the donors standing at AB
centers, as well as general standards for the operation of the centers
and for the handling, storage, and quality of the gametes produced
from the centers. International trade requires standards and tests for
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